Table 3 'shows the prevalence of known diabetes by age and residence for the older popu-
lation.    Diabetes is a problem of smaller communities and rural areas as well as large cities,
and possibly even a slightly greater one in the small urban and rural areas.

Table 3

Prevalence of known diabetes among persons 45 years of age and over,
by age and residence, United States, July 1957-June 1959

Age

All ages 45 and over

45-54

55-64

65-74

75 and over

Number of cases (in thousands)
Urban                    Rural nonfarm

80Z
157
268
264
112

297
54
99

103
41

Rural farm

165
35
57
49
23

Rate per  1,000 population

All ages 45 and over
	24.8
	26.9
	27.1

45-54
	12.1
	12.0
	14.7

55-64
	27.0
	31.2
	30.9

65-74
	41.7
	47.8
	40.4

75 and over
	35.8
	34.4
	35.4

Age-adjusted

rates, ages 45 and over                 24.8                              27.1                                      26.7

Source;   U.S. National Health Survey:   Older persons, selectee) health characteristics, United States, July 1957-June 1959; Public Health
Service Publication No. fl84-C4.   Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 19GO.

Geographic variations in crude prevalence rates of known diabetes as reported in household
interviews in the National Health Survey are shown in figure  1.    The highest rates are in the
New England, Middle Atlantic, and West North Central States,    In general, the rates decreased
from eastern to southern and western regions.    The rate for the highest region, the Middle
Atlantic States, was almost double that of the lowest, the West South Central States.    This range1,
in rates was much more marked than that for any other chronic condition cited in the source
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